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Many of my friends are getting 
married lately. It's too bad I'm 
too busy to attend their wed- 
dings... | do so enjoy receptions. 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2007 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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Naruto was once the bane of the Konohagakure Ninja 
Academy. Nevertheless, alongside his friends Sasuke and 
Sakura, he successfully joins the ranks of the ninja. 


During the Chünin Journeyman Ninja Selection Exam, 
Orochimaru launches Operation Destroy Konoha. Lord 
Hokage sacrifices his life to halt the attack; in the after- 
math, Tsunade steps up to become the Fifth Hokage. 
Meanwhile, charmed by the power of Orochimaru, Sasuke 
defeats Naruto and departs Konoha; struggle as he will, 
Naruto can do nothing to stop him. 


More than two years pass. Naruto and his friends un- 
dergo rigorous training. Yet when they finally catch up 
with Sasuke, his power overwhelms them. 


Determined to best Sasuke, Naruto returns for another 
round of intense training. Meanwhile, Shikamaru and the 
others violently clash with the Akatsuki group. Though 
the scene looks grim, Naruto arrives just in time to 
deliver his lethal attack... 
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<Q THAT BOY... E= 
2 ALL RIGHT. 


YOU'RE 
STILL THE 


WHEN YOU 


нү p 4 
AWESOME | FIGURED 
WHEN YOU'D BOOM- 


IT HITS, 
OKAY?! 


YOUR MOVE, 
HELL JUST 
DODGE IT! 


IFIDONT 
WORK MY 
WAY TO THE 
OTHER SIDE, 
ILL JUST 
BE AKID 
FOREVER. 


TAKE AWAY 
ЖУ INCE 
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MEET KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S ASSISTANTS 
OPART 10 ASSISTANT NO. 10: SATÓ ATSUHIRO 


[PROFILE] 


0 A VETERAN OF ULTRA HIGH-PROFILE 
PROJECTS LIKE ROOKIES AND DEATH 
NOTE. 


) ONE OF THE FIRST FIFTY PEOPLE 
EVER TO FINISH HUDSON'S ВОМВЕК-., 
MAN, AND HAS THE CERTIFICATE TO 

1 2 
PROVE IT! LEE の スン ニタ 
O LOVES VIDEO GAMES AND KNOWS 
А BUNCH ABOUT THEM. AN EXPERT 
AT STREET FIGHTER І 4 


2 ZANGIEF – GIVE ни Ам OPENING 
AND HE'LL WHIRL YOU AROUND AND 
BEAT YOU IN AN INSTANT. 


) BLANKA — GIVE НИМ 
AN OPENING AND 
HELL ZOOM AT YOU 
LIKE А CORKSCREW АМО Š 
KNOCK YOU OUT. — 

WOLF — SHOW HIM'A WEAK- 
МЕ55 AND HE'LL SPIN YOU 
AND SLAM YOU DOWN. BUT... 
WELL, HE'S STILL NEW AT СА | 
VIRTUAFIGHTER. 7 ጊኒ!፡ኢ | 

0 INCREDIBLY SKILLED AT ASSEMBLING NN 
PLASTIC MODELS (LE., GUNDAM). HE'S 
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A DIVERSION. 
NEVER THOUGHT 
YOU'D USE THEM 

LIKE THAT. 


3 Im 
you 223 IMPRESSED. 
COULD И ж J YOUPULLEO 
ONLY DO We OFF THAT 
IT TWICE (c JUTSU THREE 


DURING ( TIMES IN A 
TRAINING. ROW. 


BECOME 
STRONG. 


TRULY 
STRONG. 


SUCH 
CONFIDENCE... 
AND THE WIT TO 
TURN FAILURE 
ON ITS HEAD AND 
QUICKLY PLAN HIS 
NEXT MOVE. 


READ 
< THIS 
bild 
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š y BUTITGOES Yin, 
/ TwO ways. Ë 
| TOOUREYES, 一 
| YOU'RE JUST АМ | 
» OLDGEEZER | 
> À GONE WRONG. / 


Í ¡Guess 
| ІСАМТ 


BLAME 
> YOU FOR 
“| SEEING US 
2 ASKIOS. 


(SARUTOBI ASUMA) 


I ва ニュ ーー 


You 
WERE 
ASUMA'S 


FAVORITE. 


IF I SAID HE TAUGHT 
I DIDN'T ME A BUNCH 
MISS HIM, OF THINGS... 
Го ВЕ SOME MORE 


IMPORTANT 
THAN OTHERS. 


LYING. 


У 


E 
š №. 
Vu BUT l'M 


NOT A KID 


| САМТ ANYMORE, 
DO THE AND I'M 
SELF- 
ር ЕХРЕСТЕО 
ae. TO ACT MY 


AGE. 


L. 
so ' |USEO TO 
ELUSIVE... COMPLAIN 


50 = ABOUT 
HARD اتج‎ _ EVERYTHING. 
TO : EVERYTHING 

FIGURE = 4 ANNOYED 
OUT. ረ : ME BACK 

2 ^ THEN. 


BUT 
TO ME, 
HE WAS 
STILL A 

TERRIFIC 
ROLE 
MODEL. 


ARRIVES Ë 


| GUESS 
IVE GOT 
SOME 
REAL 
GROWING 
UP TO 
DO. 


KING AGAINST 


A STRONGER 
OPPONENT [= 


DID HE... 
IGUESS 
HE KNEW 
YOU INSIDE 


ENOUGH TO 
ТІ 


THE BLACK 
KING! 


boss... 
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ILL BE 
MERCILESS 


JUST A 
LITTLE 
LONGER 
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READ 
Ст THIS < 
THIS NEW 
JUTSU OF ነ BROKEN HALI 
YOURS IS >] BROKEN HALF 
YouReis | THE BONES IN 
AS ALAST > 


RESORT! 2 
Е FOR THIS КІМО 
OF STRAIN... 


JUST 
PROMISE 
ME YOU'LL 

THINK 
BEFORE 
USING IT! 


HEH...HEY, 
THERE ARE IT'S NO BIG 
LIMITS TO DEAL SO LONG 
Limits ASIVE GOT 
PATCH UP! % d 
MEDICAL ] 
NINJUTSU 15 
A SCIENCE, 
NOT A 
MIRACLE 
CURE! 


WOULD 
HAVE 
HAD NO 
CHOICE. 


WHY 


EVERYONE 


KEEP 
didi ASKING 


YOU EVEN 
OUT OF 
BEO? 


геемт 
EVEN NEED 
ТО USE MY 
MANGEKYO 
WHEN YOU SHARINGAN 
DID... THIS TIME. 


AND THEN 
| WOULD 
BE IN BED 
RIGHT NOW... 
IN THE 
HOSPITAL! 
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MEET KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S ASSISTANTS 
O PART II ASSISTANT NO. Il: SHIRASAKA AKIO 


SGREW UP WAY OUT IN THE BOONDOCKS, 
SO WHEN ASSISTANT NO, 9 (MURAKAMI) 
STARTS GABBING ABOUT COUNTRY LIFE, 


ASSISTANT МО. 6 (TASAKA) TO КЕЕР 
REPEATING, "I CAN'T FIGURE HIM OUT! 
WHAT'S HE THINKING?!" 


OWANTS TO DRAW MANGA, BUT TOO EN- 
TRANCED WITH THE GAME MONSTER 
HUNTER TO STOP PLAYING, LEADING TO 
TROUBLE WITH ASSISTANT NO. 8 (ITAKURA). 


O HE IDOLIZES ASSISTANT NO. 3 (IKEMOTO) 
LIKE A BROTHER. THAT'S BECAUSE THEY 
SHARE THE SAME PASSION FORMON- 
STER HUNTER. 


O HE'S A WHIZ AT DRAWING, AND THAT'S 
WHY HE'S KISHIMOTO'S FAVORITE. 
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OF 
COURSE, 

IT НАР ТО 
BE THE 


NURSLING. 
THAT'S THE 
ONLY UCHIHA 
YOU COULD 
HANDLE. 


ITACHI 
WAS OUT 
OF THE 
QUESTION. 


YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 


SHINOBI? 


FILLING 
YOURSELF 
UP WITH 
MEDICINES, 
LEAPING 
FROM BODY 


„го 
REVOLTING. 


YOU KEEP 
TOYING WITH UNLOCKING 
PEOPLE, THE 
ALL FOR THIS ІН || MYSTERIES 
VAIN AND OF 
FRANKLY ДРЕ) NATURE? 
STUPID 7 
CAUSE OF 
YOURS. 


READ 
< THIS K 
WAY 


TO 
you CHANGE 
EXPERI- BODIES... 
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OH! THAT'S 
THE SKIN OF 
AWHITE 
SNAKE 


WHAT LUCK 
THAT YOU 
FOUND 
IT. 


NOT TOO ME 
MANY GET THE NEITHER. 
OPPORTUNITY. 


WHO 
KNOWS. 
IT'S NOT 

IN THE 
BOOKS. 


геомт 
THINK 
ANYONE'S 
BOTHERED 
TO LOOK 
INTO IT. 


ISIT 
5О 
WHITE? 


READ 


< 


IT MUST BE 
KARMA FOR YOU 
TO FIND IT HERE 

BY YOUR FARENTS' 
GRAVESTONE. 
MAYBE IT MEANS 
THEYVE BEEN 

REBORN 
SOMEWHERE? 
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EXPOSED TO 
THE AIR, 
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WHERE THE 


ENCE RITUAL 
TAKES 
PLACE. 
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PARALYSIS 

| BIND ME... 


/ HOW | 
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AND መጩ 
THOSE 
EYES 
THEY'RE 
FINALLY 
MINE! 
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HIS CHAKRA | 
NETWORK 
HAS BEEN 

COMPLETELY 
SEVERED. 


CELLULAR 
LEVEL.AS 
ATTACKS GO, 


IT'S INCREDIBLY À 
MINUTE. ^ 


| BELIEVE 
ІТ SHAPE: 


THE WIND 
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SYMPTOMS 


IF NARUTO 
CONTINUES 


TO USE 
THE JUTSU, 
EN 


IT. EVEN WITH 
MY MEDICAL 


NINJUTSU... 
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You 
DONT 
NEED 
ТО BE 

FRIENDS. 


ORLATER, 
SOMEONE 
WAS BOUND 
TO KILL HIM. 
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You 
WERE HIS 
FAVORITE. 

HE LET 

YOU STAY 
BY HIS SIDE 
WHILE THE 


THERE'S 
APLACE 
I WANT ТО 
SWING BY. 


ITWAS 
YOUR 
PLATOON, 
WASN'T IT, 
THAT TOOK 
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Ц see. | YOU GUYS 


1 DO WHEN 
YOU GET 
| TOGETHER?! 
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OF THE 
SEVEN NINJA 
SWORDSMEN 

HAS BEEN 
HANDED DOWN, 
GENERATION TO 

GENERATION. 

IT'S THE 
TRADITION. 


SWORD WILL 
DEFINITELY 
COME IN 
HANDY. 
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UNLIKE 
ME, 
SHE'S A 
TRUE 
BELIEVER. 


SHE 
IRRITATES 


HAS A 
SPECIAL 
ABILITY 


SURE, THERE 
ARE PLENTY 
OF OTHER 
SHINOBI JUST 


« 
is« 


Y 


SASUKE. 
WITHOUT 


ІУЕ GOT 
RESPON- 
SIBILITIES! 
WHAT 
ABOUT THE 


PRISONERS?! 人 


YOU AND 
THAT 
COMMAND- 
ING TONE 
oF 


SUIGETSU, 
GO AND 
LIBERATE 
EVERY 
PRISONER 
IN THE 
COMPOUND. 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


АК 
IF UN 
YOU'RE NOT | 


=| INTERESTED, |! Y 
ILL GO FINO | 
SOMEONE = 


SASUKE 
DID KILL 
OROCHI- 
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нее NOW AMONG 
НЕЕ. _USWHOWILL 
BRING STABILITY 


EVERYONE 
YOU MEET... 


KERK 


NO, 
IVE PUT 
ALOT OF 
THOUGHT 
INTO THIS. 


pe 
Why don: 
Suigetsu we do 
won't do this alone? 
anything Just the 
for you... two of 
not us? O 
really. 
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en 


І.І JUST 

HAPPENTO | 
BE GOING THE 
SAME WAY... 

ALONG THE 
SAME ROAD... 


à | JOINING US 
A ANYWA. 
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IF YOU CAN'T 
EVEN TAKE A 
LITTLE WALK, 
YOU'RE DEAD 
THE MOMENT 
WE ARRIVE. 


IS ON THE 
MAR.. 


SOMETHING 
І HAD TO 
DO AT THE 
NORTHERN 
HIDEOUT: 


RELATION- 
SHIR 


BUT YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
JUGO'S LIKE. 

DO You 

REALLY 

HOPE TO 
RECRUIT 
HIM? 


BUT | COULD 
NEVER TELL 
WHAT HE WAS 
THINKING, 
AND | NEVER 
LIKED HIM. 


you GUYS 
ARE 
AFTER. 


INTERESTING 
POWERS 
AND WAS 

PRETTY 


IWAS 
FORCED 
TO FIGHT 


BUT HEY, 
| SHOULD 
ASK YOU 
THE SAME 
QUESTION. 


| НЕБА 
/ | LITTLE віт 
DEMENTED. 


IS LIKE A 


">| SANCTUARY 
| FORHM. 
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НОН. 
THE 
THINGS 
SOME 
PEOPLE 
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OROCHIMARU 
WAS FASCI- 
NATED WITH 
HIS POWER. 
THAT'S WHAT 
LED HIM TO 
EXTRACTA 
WHICH ROM EDS 
ALLOWED | 
FROM JUGO'S 
OTHER =; 
SHINOBI TO 
ACHIEVE THE 


SAME STATE. 


YOU KNOW 
WHERE 
I'M GOING 


UM GETTING 


OUT OF HERE. 


AND WHOEVER ur 


STANDS IN 
МУ WAY... 
15 DEAD! 


SUIGETSU! 
WE CAN'T KEEP 
STOPPING 
ALL THE TIME! 


COME ON, Fi 
WE'RE ALMOST 
THERE! 


HE'S 
FROM THE 
NORTHERN 

HIDEOUT, 


IS RIGHT 
UP 
THERE. 


IF THE 


NEXT ONE 

THROUGH 
TUAT 
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KILL HER. ЕД [а 
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